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                                Manager’s Report for October 2018 – September 2019                                               

 

 South Indian River Water Control District (the District) is a special taxing district 

established in 1923 and serves Jupiter Farms, Palm Beach Country Estates (PBCE), Egret Landing 

and Jupiter Commerce Park.  Within SIRWCD’s 12,600 acres, there are 189 miles of roads, 378 

miles of roadside swales, and 60 miles of drainage canals. The District provides both road 

maintenance and water control and operates under limitations imposed by chapter 298 of the 

Florida Statutes. The District does not have Traffic, Police, or Fire authority. We are also not 

responsible for garbage or debris pick up. 

 The District’s stormwater discharge system essentially functions as a dual basin system, 

with PBCE, Egret Landing, and Jupiter Commerce Park lying East of South Florida Water 

Management District’s (SFWMD) Canal 18 and Jupiter Farms lying West of Canal 18. East of 

Canal 18, there are 15 miles of canals that flow into the Turnpike’s Borrow canals. These canals 

are located on the East and West side of the Florida Turnpike. PBCE has four weirs that are 

located at Canals A, C, D, and E which allow drainage from the west to flow east into the 

Borrow Canals, and then empty into the Southwest fork of the Loxahatchee River. Egret Landing 

and Jupiter Commerce Park have weirs that allow drainage from East to West into the East 

Borrow Canal that also empty into the Loxahatchee River. 

 West of Canal 18 in Jupiter Farms, there are 45 miles of canals that drain West to East  

through five water control structures that empty into the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee  

River. During heavy rainfall events, we receive assistance from SFWMD to allow storm water 

from Jupiter Farms to drain by way of the G-92 structure into Canal 18 and in PBCE by way  

of Canal 18 PC-8A which is located at the West end of Canal C.   

 In addition to working with SFWMD, the District interacts with several other agencies 

including Palm Beach County, Town of Jupiter, Loxahatchee River District, and Jupiter Inlet 

District. In addition, SIRWCD participates as committee members on several agencies which 

include Florida Association of Special District’s, Loxahatchee River Coordinating Council, 

Loxahatchee River Preservation Initiative, and the Safety Council of Palm Beach County. These 
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interactions ensure good relationships with governmental department heads that benefit those 

they serve. 

 The District’s maintenance programs involve road grading and re-surfacing, swale re-

contouring, culvert replacement, and mowing. We also maintain Berman Park in PBCE.  

 The District has approximately 95 miles of dirt roads that are monitored and graded 

when needed. Periodically, roads are re-contoured and at times material is brought in to 

stabilize the road surface. Other roads in the District that have been paved with Asphalt or 

Open Grade Emulsified Mix (OGEM) are reviewed annually, and resurfaced when needed. 

 An important part of the District’s drainage program includes maintenance of canals.  

Canals and canal culverts are the main component in any gravity-fed drainage system.  Without 

proper maintenance, clogged culverts could severely impact drainage. We inspect culverts 

annually for signs of deterioration, damage, or sediment buildup. This past year we replaced 

four corrugated steel culverts with two concrete box culverts along the District’s Canal 18, 

located just west of Jupiter Farms Road at 175th Rd N and 176th Rd N. These culverts will 

minimize backups due to vegetation buildup after heavy rain events. This coming year we are 

installing a 60” culvert to connect Canal 6 and Canal 13. This will benefit our maintenance 

operations and avoid the risk of backing down the canals with our equipment. It will also aid 

first responders in the event of an emergency. Canals banks are continually inspected for 

erosion particularly after heavy rain fall.  When areas of erosion are discovered, equipment is 

dispatched to remove the sediment and at times, material is brought in to stabilize the canal 

banks. Even though the canals are mowed every 6-8 weeks, grass along the canal banks can get 

tall in the summer and areas of erosion can be difficult to identify. It’s important to be mindful 

of this situation if you use these canals for the enjoyment of walking or horseback riding.  And 

remember, walking or riding the canals is at your own risk. In addition, there are no 

unauthorized motor vehicles allowed on the canals.  Also, as a part of the maintenance 

program, the District continues to apply regulated and permitted herbicides in the canal 

systems for the control of aquatic weeds. These services are contracted and reviewed on an 

annual basis. 
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              The District’s secondary drainage system has been at the forefront when it comes to 

discussions related to water management.  As more people move into the District, vacant 

properties are purchased, and developed, resulting in acres of land that no longer provide 

retention. The landscape of the District has changed due to development, and the secondary 

drainage system plays a more prominent role in relation to water control.  

 Maintenance of the secondary drainage system includes culvert replacement, and 

roadside and outfall swale re-contouring. In 2016, the District created a program to replace 

driveway culverts that were inoperable due to age, damage or sediment buildup. For a 

reasonable fee, culverts are replaced and set to proper grade. Rip-rap headwalls and sod are 

installed for stabilization.  Since driveway culverts are a benefit to the landowner by providing 

ingress/egress for the property, maintenance of the culvert is the landowner’s responsibility. 

When maintained properly, a fully functional culvert will allow maximum discharge during 

heavy rainfall events. Along with functional culverts, roadside and outfall drainage swales can 

provide the same benefit when properly designed and maintained.  

  Roadside swales have three main functions:  storm water runoff, retention, and 

percolation. If not properly constructed, they could create negative impacts to the drainage 

system. By clearing and widening the existing ditches, storm water can be collected, treated, 

and conveyed to the surrounding canals. Having water in the swales is not a bad thing, though. 

It actually allows for any particulate to settle before entering the canal system which benefits 

our water quality. 

 The same can be said of our outfall drainage swales, which are easements in various 

locations within the District. They are ditches that run between properties from the roadside 

swales to the canals.  They were designed to minimize the distance stormwater has to travel. 

Over the years, the budget has allowed the District to remove trees and vegetation within these 

easements to allow for access, swale cleaning, and stabilization. In Palm Beach Country Estates 

alone, we restored over 20 outfalls followed by inspections of dump culverts. This year, more 

outfalls are scheduled.  
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 As the landscape within the District’s changes, so does our scope of work and the 

equipment needed to accomplish that work. Over the past few years, we have purchased 

equipment that enables us to provide more detailed work.  Machines like mini excavators, skid 

steers and commercial mowers are now a part of our fleet.  This equipment enables us to 

accomplish our projects with more speed and accuracy.  It also allows us access to areas of the 

District that are difficult, if not impossible, with the larger equipment.  The smaller equipment 

has also benefited the driveway culvert program and allowed us to install more culverts on a 

weekly basis. 

 Of course, our equipment only works as well as the operators who run them.  Each 

employee is properly trained before entering the field.  They learn the basic functions of each 

machine, including its limitations and maintenance.  Employees are also trained in safety 

procedures, including use of personal protective equipment, such as gloves, eye and ear wear, 

fire extinguishers and first aid supplies.  They are also trained and certified on proper fueling 

procedures and how to handle an emergency.  This training has resulted in our lowest 

workman’s compensation rating which helps to keep insurance costs down. Employee safety 

has also been recognized by the Safety Council of Palm Beach County.  The District has received 

awards for employee and vehicle safety for 21 consecutive years.  This recognition has boosted 

morale and shows operators that their efforts do not go unnoticed. 

 Other areas of training involve inspections of our waterways for illicit discharge into our 

system as well as illegal dumping.  If an illicit discharge is suspected, Palm Beach County 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is notified and the area investigated.  If an illicit 

discharge is found, those responsible are notified and cited for the violation. Inspections are 

also performed along our canals for illegal dumping.  Abandoned cars, vegetation and 

construction debris are all considered illegal dumping.  When illegal dumping occurs, we work 

with Solid Waste Authority and their investigative unit to determine who is responsible. Both 

agencies can levy fines for the removal and for any damage to the drainage system. 
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 For these, or any other questions you may have, please call our office at 561-747-0550 

or visit our website at sirwcd.org.  We are located at 15600 Jupiter Farms Road, and our office 

hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30pm.            


